the organ is liable, and of the treatment and operations required for their removal or alleviation.
In the first part, devoted to the former of these subjects, Mr Curling gives with clearness, and in sufficient detail, the description of the different parts and textures which enter into the composition of the testis and its appendages.
It is known that the essential part of the testis consists of tu buli seminiferi, or very minute tubules, which are very numerous, and radiate from all parts of the circumference of the organ to the centre, or mediastinum testis, making numberless convolutions, which progressively diminish as they approach the rete testis. Two or more of the tubuli being collected together, and invested by a common cellular tunic, form a lobule of a conical shape, with its apex terminating in the corpus Highmorianum.
The lobules thus formed are not entirely distinct, but communicate with neighbouring lobules, the processes investing them being incomplete. Krause estimates their number between 404 and 484.
The tubuli of which they are composed are of a white colour, and uniform in size ; but their calibre varies in different subjects, and in different periods of life, and different states of the system. They are larger in young adults, and when distended with semen, than in aged persons, and when the gland is in a state of rest. From a table of measurements made by Mr Gulliver, and published in the proceedings of the Zoological Society, their diameter appears to have varied from thel.112th to the 1.77th part ofanEnglish inch, and from the 1.160th to the 1.100th part of an inch in adults, and in children and infants, from the 1.400th to the 1.230th part of an English inch. Observers, however, vary as to the diameter of these tubuli. The average diameter of the uninjected canal is estimated by Mullerat 1.18th of aline, = 1.180th of an inch, and by Lauth, 1.185th of an inch. Krause found the tubuli when filled with semen to measure about one-twelfth of one line, = 1.120th of an inch, and in old men and youths about 1.16th of a line, or 1.160th part of an inch.
As to their number and their length little seems ascertained.
Monro estimated the number of seminiferous tubes at 300 ; while Lauth made theiraverage number 840. The latter author estimated the mean length of all the ducts united at 1750 feet. The individual ducts he found to vary in length, the mean being 25 inches. Krause estimated their entire length at 1015 feet. That the membrane composing the tubuli is of a mucous character has been proved by microscopic examination ; and it is further continuous with the mucous surface of the genito-urinary system.
There is no appearance of interlobular substance. The retention of the testis in the groin must be distinguished from bubonocele, for which it is liable at first sight to be mistaken.
The chief difficulty arises when the retained testis is complicated with hernia or hydrosarcocele.
In some rare cases the testis, instead of being found in the scrotum, is situate in the perinseum. 
